
Issue Paper No. 5 - Renewable Energy 

 
 

Renewable Energy in the existing CDP 2012- 2018 (as varied)  
 

 

The Energy Strategy of the existing CDP 2012- 2018 (as varied) aims to facilitate the 

development of a diverse energy portfolio by the sustainable harnessing of the 

potential of wind, solar, hydro, wave, tidal, biomass, bio energy, oil and gas. To 

facilitate the appropriate development of associated infrastructure to enable the 

harnessing of these energy resources and to promote and facilitate the 

development of Donegal as a Centre of Excellence for Renewable Energy. Also to 

facilitate the development of appropriately located on and offshore wind energy 

proposals in accordance with the Wind Energy Strategy.  

 

Donegal recognises the environmental benefits and economic opportunities arising 

from the development of available renewable energy resources, particularly wind, 

wave, tidal and hydro energy. 

 

The renewable energy industry in the County may be about to go into a period of 

transition from that identified above. Solar, hydro and bio-energy all have major 

commercial scale potential to offer sustainable energy to the grid and enhance 

local employment prospects going forward. Notwithstanding, Wind will continue 

play a significant role in terms of Renewable Energy generation and with rapidly 

evolving technology, power output is rising exponentially, as with all RE technologies. 

Accordingly the re-powering of existing windfarms may become a viable option for 

many established wind farm sites, subject to 

appropriate approval and assessments.  Whilst 

wave / tidal energy may be challenging in terms 

of its not commercial viability, it may still offer real 

prospects for the future energy mix in Donegal. 

 

The harnessing of these technologies will require 

careful environmental and landscape evaluation, 

good road access and enhanced grid 

connectivity.  

 
 

The National & Regional Context 
 

 

Since the preparation and making of the existing Development Plan, the 

government have published the White Paper 'Ireland's Transition to a Low Carbon 

Energy Future 2015-2030' which updates all previous targets and guidelines. By 2020 



the renewable energy target is to increase the share of final energy consumption 

made up of renewable energy sources (RES) to 16%. This target is broken into three 

key sectors with individual targets for each sector: 40% of electricity supply (RES-E), 

12% of heating (RES-H), and 10% of transport (RES-T). Ireland also has a target of a 

20% improvement in energy efficiency by 2020. 

 

The government recognise the importance of renewable energy in providing direct 

and indirect employment and in playing a major role in contributing towards 

national and EU targets to increase energy supplied by RE, and towards reducing 

the dependence upon imported expensive fossil fuels and to reduce our carbon 

emissions. 

 

The Guidelines also emphasise that renewable energy proposals should be plan- led 

and focus in particular on:  

 

 Identification of the best sites for renewable energies and those sites for 

protection. 

 Use the Landscape Character Assessment (LCA) to evaluate landscape types 

(Donegal County Council completed its LCA in January, 2016 and this 

document will be a vital tool in formulating the wind energy policies of the 

new Development Plan). 

 Diversifying the renewable energy portfolio and enhancing the grid 

connections to harness all forms of renewable energy. 

 Meeting the challenges of re-powering larger turbines on the sites of existing 

turbines which are decommissioned upon reaching their end of life. 

 
 

What are the types of issues that need consideration?  
 

 

Have Your Say:  The questions below are examples of the types of considerations 

that will be made in reviewing the Renewable Energy Strategy elements of the Plan 

and may be of use to help you in your thinking around Renewable Energy: 

 

 To identify a Wind Energy Strategy for the County. 

 Identification of the best sites for wind energy. 

 Identification of sites for protection. 

 There is a need to upgrade the transmission network to harness the energy.  

 Assessing impact on landscape, water quality, habitats, soil stability. 

 The role of Planning Authorities in offshore tidal, wave and wind energy proposals. 

 Opportunities for rural diversification through emerging industries such as wind 

/tidal energy, biocrops, biomass. 

 

 

 



 

How can you take part in the consultation at this stage? 
 

 

To inform the preparation of the draft County Donegal Development Plan 2018- 

2024, the Council is carrying out a consultation exercise. You can make a submission 

or observation regarding the preparation of the draft Plan in either of the ways set 

out below to be received no later than 5.00pm on Tuesday 9th August 2016. 

Submissions or observations can be made either: 

 By email to donegalcdp@donegalcoco.ie or,  

 By post to: Central Planning Unit, Donegal County Council, County House, 

Lifford.  

 

There will also be a series of consultation events that will be held at a number of 

venues throughout the County and during which members of staff will be available 

to discuss and explain what the Plan is about. These will be advertised in local press 

and at www.donegalcoco.ie 
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